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REYNARD’S BREAKFAST. 


Tus spirited illustration of forest life tells its 


own story so well as hardly to require a word. of 


explanation. Master Reynarp, always a dili- 
gent provider for his household, has evidently 
left his cozy den in 
the early hours of a. 
winter morning on a 
foraging expedition. 
While the gray mist 
still hangs low over 
forest and marsh, he 
has made his way 
stealthily down tothe 
border of the lake, 
where, no doubt, he 
has often replenished 
his exhausted larder. 
Creeping noiselessly 
over the yielding 
snow, he has sur- 
prised a family of 
ducks, sleeping in 
fancied safety among 
the rocks. Not a 
sound gives warning 
of danger to their 
quick sense of hear- 
ing. Pushing aside 


the intervening reeds, 
without the 
rustle of a the 
sly marauder 
nearer and peony aed 
the place where 
nestle, until. within 


easy reach of them, 
A quick spring, and 
he has seized the se- 
lected victim by the 
neck, slung him over 
his shoulder, and 
trotted up the bank 
with his prey; while 
the start) nrate, 
with a shrili seream 
of affright,soars away 
into the air. 

How admirably 
the artist manages 
the details that tell 
the story of this little 
woodiand tragedy— 
the gray, wintry at- 
mosphere, the snow 
banked against the 
old tree trunk on 
the left, and loading 
down the leafless 
twigs, the reedy bank 
and the black water 
from whose margin 
Master Reyxarp has 
snatched his prey. 
The half-open wings 
and drooping neck 
show that the sharp 
jaws have done thei: 
fatal work. In an 
other moment the 
lucky forager will 
turn the corner round 
the old tree, and, 
with his victim slung 
over his shoulder, 
trot merrily back to 
his expectant house- 


hold. 


CURIOUS 
SHOWERS. 
THERE are some- 

times real showers of 

very unreal rain. It 
is stated by an old 
writer that in Lap- 
land and Finmark, 
about a century ago, 
mice of a particular 
kind were known to 
fall from the sky; 
and that such an 
event was sure to be followed by a good year 
for foxes. A shower of frogs fe oi near Toulouse 
in 1804. A prodigious number of black insects, 
about an inch in length, descended in a snow- 
storm at Pakroff; in Russia, in 1827. On one 
occasion, in Norway, the peasants were aston- 


ished at finding a shower of rat ting down 
on their heads. ies hat Wed ae 


Showers of fishes have been nu- | 


merous. At Stanstead, in Kent, in 1666, a pas 
ture-field was found, one morning, covered plen 
tifully with fish, although there is neither sea no1 
river, lake nor fish-pond near. At Allahabad, 
in 18389, an English officer saw a good smart 
down-pour of fish, and soon afterward thousands 


REYNARD'S 


of small dead fish were found upon the ground 
Scotland has had many of these showers of fish 

as in Ross-shire, in 1828, when quantities of her- 
ring-fry covered the ground; at Islay, in 1830, 
when a large number of herrings were found 
strewed over a field after a heavy, gusty rain ; 
at Wick, much more recently, when herrings 
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mile from the beach In all these, and numer 
ous other cases, when a liberal allowance has 
been made for exaggeration, the remainder can 
be explained by well-understo Stray 


wind blowing from a sea or rivet 
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BREAKFAST 


wind sending them hither and thither 
are intelligible 
an extraordinary one; thousands of 
taking their annual excursion from 

gion to the lowlands, when a whirlwin« 
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a water-spout 
licking up the fish out of the water 


a whirl 


all these 


The rat-shower in Norway was 


rats were 
hilly re 
vertook 


them, whisked them up, and deposited them in a 
field at some distance—doubtless much to the as 


were found in large quantities in a field half a | tonishment of such of the rats as came d 


n alive 
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AFRICAN DIS- 
COVERY 
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their own way. It is as perfect a natural para- 
dise as Zenophon eould have desired, On two 
rocky islands mea till the land, rear goats, and 
catch fish. the villages ashore are embowered in 
the palm-oil pals of the west eoast of Africa.” 
Livingstoue’s preseut journey has only confirmed 
what was bdronght to light in his previous tray- 
that instead of the interior of Africa 
being a sandy desert, as was formerly thought, 
it is really rich in vegetation, and studded with 
But there is another fact which Dr. 
Livingstone has discovered in {connection with 
Lake Liemba, and which goes far toward out- 
weighing all others in importance. The altitude 
of this lake the @cctor ascertained to be 2840 
feet, thus showing that Speke’s observations were 
incorrect, and that Mr. Findley was probably 
right in saying Speke had made a mistake of 
about 1000 feet in his calculations, But we 
must wait until Dr. Livingstone comes home for 
the detailed information which will enable geog- 
raphers to pronounce their final judgment on the 
Nile question, If the great explorer traces the 
lake system which he thas discovered into the 
Tanganyika, and shouid find, on arriving at Uji- 
ji, the stores and medicines sent there for his 
will proceed to the northern end of the 


eis, Viz. 


lakes.’ 


use, he 


lake, and perhaps follow its affluent. Sir Rod- 
erick Murchison thinks he will return to Zanzi- 
bar after having ascertained the direction of the 
drainage of the Tanganyika; but Captain Sher- 
ard Gsborn considers that he will probably fol- 
low the outlet, and see for himself whether it 


flows into the Albert N’yanza, and thence into 
the Nile. In the latter case, Dr. Livingstone 
wouid, in all likelihood, meet Sir Samuel Baker, 
and the result ui this meeting would be to clear 
up the great mystery which for centuries has 
shrouded the head-waters of the Nile. 
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ARE SPAIN AND PERU AT WAR? 


TYVHERRE is one important point in regard to 
the Spanish gun-boats, Is there war be- 
tween Spain aud Peru? And if so, can the 
United States permit the departure of war ves- 
sels built for one of the belligerents, upon any 
pretext or affidavit as to the intention of the ves- 
sels? England acknowledged the belligerent 
rights of the rebellion in this country. If, then, 
the agents of the rebel authority had said to 
the Bntish Government that the Alabama was 
intended, not to make war upon the United 
States, but to be a marine police, to prevent 
the escape of slaves, or to do any thing that 
might be required, excepting to harm the 
United States, would the British Government, 
in the opinien of this country, have been justi- 
fied in allowing the departure of the Alabama? 
Suppose that one of the Spanish gun-boats 
sails from New York, receives her armament, 
and encounters a Peruvian ship, will she quietly 
sail by? Or suppose that, sailing from New 
York and receiving her armament, one of the 
gun-boats takes the place of some other Spanish 
ship of war, and so releases it to fight the Peru- 
vian ship, have we not flagrantly violated our 
neutrality? What is the essence of neutrality? 
Is it not that the neutral will not allow either 
belligerent to strengthen himself in the neutral 
port? Or can a neutral permit a belligerent 
who is engaged both in a domestic and a for- 
eign war, to strengthen himself in the neutral 
pert upon the plea that his iatention is the do- 
mestic and not the foreign difficulty? If a 
belligerent is strengthened, is he not necessarily 
strengthened against all his antagonists? In 
a word, if you give a man food, must you take 
his word for ic that the neurishment is all going 





into his left arm, and not into the right? Can 
you feed him withoart strengthening both arms? 
if chere be war between Spain and Peru, how 
can we, as av honest veutral, permit Spain to 
us 19 as Ler uavai base? 

(hese ere very serious, questions, and the 
rightful departure of the Spanish gun-boats 
would seem to depend upon the point, whether 
here is war between Spain and Peru. About 
eizhteen mouths since, the relations of those 
wo countries were the subject of correspond- 


their Ministers and our Govern- 


ent, wh Peru wished us to allow the depart- 


ence ve wee 


ure of the two monitors, the Oneota and the 
The Spenish Minister sai-l in May, 
1868, that if there was still war Oetween the 
countries, it was not the fault of Spain, which 
had suspended hostilities simce May, 1866, 
xt the friendly request of Mr. Sewarp; but 
peace had not been accepted by the allied 
states of Peru and Chili, and therefore he 
hoped that we would not violate our neatrality. 
In reply, Mr. Sewarv said that Peru insisted 
‘hat war had ceased by the suspension of hos- 
tilities, and that Spain had virtually acknow!l- 
edged the claim by making an arrangement 
with Chili to clear ships o? war from British 
The President would not undertake to 
decide whether war had actually ceased. The 
question was difficult, Collateral facts must 
determine it. The Peruvian Minister declared 
that the situation of the two countries was one 
f “imperfect peace.” There had been no 
treaty: bat actually the war had ceased, and 
Peru would not resume it unless provoked by 
fresh hostilities, Yet the Minister conceded 
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ports. 








that, while there was no treaty, the war might 
‘** be renewed at any moment,” 

After deliberate consideration, the United 
States permitted the departure of the monitors, 
not upon the ground that war did not exist, 
but that there was then no condition of belli- 
gerency between the two powers which would 
justify their detention, Has the situation 
changed, and can the Peruvian Minister now 
justly declare that there is war between the 
countries? It is not two years since the Min- 
ister of Peru said that war might be renewed 
at any moment: not begun, but renewed, It 
can not be supposed that the recognition of 
Cuba by Peru has tended to confirm the half- 
peace, and any overt act upon the part of Peru 
would renew the war, which the Spanish Min- 
ister in May, 1868, insisted must not be con- 
sidered ended. 

The United States did not express an opin- 
ion upon the question of war. The Govern- 
ment merely recognized the practical but not 
binding suspensiou of hostilities. It is as free 
to take another view upon the representation 
of the Minister of either power or of both 
powers. If, in May, 1868, the Spanish Minis- 
ter, during the suspension of hostilities, said 
that there is nevertheless a state of war, and 
the Peruvian Minister in July, 1869, says also, 
during the same suspension, that there is war, 
why should not the United States say that war 
must be accepted as the situation, since both 
powers declare that, despite the suspension, 
there is war? And, war existing, our neutral 
duties are obvious; and the gun-boats must 
apparenily be detained, unless it can be shown 
that they are merchandise not amenable to the 
laws of neutrality. 





THE BATTLE OF THE SCHOOLS. 


In a battle the great point is to choose your 
ground wisely, and then stand to your guns. 
This is what must be done in the battle that 
we must fight for the common school system 
in this country. Oddly enough, the country 
is so large and hospitable, offering a home to 
all people, and announcing a political principle 
which gives them all equal rights, that its per- 
ils spring from the multitudes it invites and the 
conditions upon which it prides itself. For in- 
stance, by our peculiar and peculiarly clumsy 
electoral system, two or three great States may 
elect a President. Of the chief of these great 
States the chief city is so populous as, politic- 
ally, almost to control the State. The popu- 
lation of that city is largely composed of for- 
eigners, and the worst part of the foreign-born 
population remains in it, This is subject to 
the control of a few.demagogues; and thus 
again the power of an ignorant and unprinci- 
pled man in our politics is immense and incal- 
culable. 

The great remediable danger of this coun- 
try, therefore, is ignorance. It is that which 
gives a demagogue his power. It is that which 
we must rout, or which will rout us. And this 
we can do only by a universal system of com- 
mon schools, Their establishment and mul- 
tiplication is.a paramount duty of the nation, 
and one that it should not hesitate to dis- 
charge. Against the national will in this 
matter, the fixed resolution that every body 
shall be educated, no plea of State power, no 
ecclesiastical or sectarian sophistry, no mistak- 
en religious zeal, should be suffered to stand 
for a moment. If Presbyterians, or Baptists, 
or Unitarians, or Methodists, or Roman Catho- 
lics, or Jews, or whatever religious body, wish 
to instruct children in their peculiar tenets, no- 
body bars the way: let them do as they choose. 
But as the State, as a political community, we 
have nothing to do with any religious tenets 
whatever; and as a State we mean to educate 
every body, not in religion, but in practical 
knowledge, 

This is a hard saying for many good persons, 
but it is indispensably true. It is said that we 
are all Christians, that we agree in reverence 
for the Bible, and that the great general truths 
of religion are acceptable to all of us, of what- 
ever sect, But this isnot so, Wedo not agree 
in reverence for the Bible, The Jews are as 
honest as Christians; but their reverence for 
the New Testament is very different from the 
Christian reverence. Then an immense num- 
ber of Christians in this city, for instance, do 
not consider the ordinary translation of the 
Bible a correct or safe one, and do not regard 
it as a book to be read without especial care 
and comment. Now, these Jews and these 
Christians are American citizens with all their 
rights, and they are, therefore, entitled to be 
defended in perfect religious equality and free- 
dom. But they are not so, if they are made 
to pay taxes for schools in which their children, 
as they think, are exposed to sectarian influ- 
ences. We must insist, therefore, that an ob- 
vious objection shall be removed. 

But nobody should be deceived. The ob- 
jective point of the hostility of the Roman 
Catholic priesthood is not the Bible in the 
schools, it is the schools. ‘‘A Catholic Priest” 
writes on the 25th of November to the Boston 
Advertiser: *“* Catholics would not bé satisfied 
with the public schools even if the Protestant 
Bible and every vestige of religious teaching 
were banished from them....., They will not be 
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taxed either for educating the ehildren of Prot- 
estants nor for having their own children edu- 
cated in schools under Protestant control.” 
They assert that all education which is not 
technically religious is irreligious ; and they do 
not allow that there is any pure religion but 
that of their Church. Consequently, if you 
would not educate children to be atheists, they 
say, to their followers, you must not send them 
to the public schools; but you must insist upon 
our share of the public money for our schools. 

Here, then, is the exact ground upon which 
to fight the battle. Don’t leave them an hon- 
est sectarian objection. Free the schools of 
every thing against which this kind of opposi- 
tion may be fairly urged, and then stand fast 
upon the principle that the public money shall 
not educate the people in the private religious 
faith of the teachers. The great duties of love 
to God and man, the beauty of holiness, the 
sweet magic of charity, all that is noblest in 
human aim and truest in human life, do not 
appear in a ceremonial and hollow reading of 
a chapter in the Bible; and it is not true that 
such a ceremony gives, as many suppose, a re- 
ligious character to the school instruction. It 
does nothing whatever but furnish a weapon to 
the enemy, and to make the best of books a 
bore to every child. 

That the better public opinion of the coun- 
try is coming very rapidly to this conclusion is 
every where evident. Nor would there be any 
apprehension whatever of the result of the 
struggle at any point, if it were not for the 
fact that we stated in beginning, namely, the 
danger of ignorance. The Democratic chiefs 
count upon the support of the Roman Catholic 
population for reasons that are plain enough. 
The demand of that element of the party will 
presently be division of the public school mon- 
ey. The Democratic chiefs can not resist; 
and we shall thus have an organized political 
party working cautiously to that result. But 
let us understand exactly what the schools are 
and for what intended, and we need not fear 
the issue. 





THE METHODIST BOOK CONCERN. 


THE recent report upon the alleged misman- 
agement in the Methodist Book Concern is a 
striking illustration of what such a report ought 
not to be. It will be remembered that the sub- 
stance of the charges which led to the investi- 
gation and report was, that there had been 
frauds in the purchase of paper and in the 
Bindery. The duty of the Committee, there- 
fore, was to state facts and mention names, 
Frauds are not perpetrated without swindlers, 
ani society is served, not by denouncing the 
frauds, but by exposing the swindlers, If, 
on the other hand, a transaction is irregular 
through misunderstanding, it is plainly unfair to 
post a person as a knave who is merely ignorant. 

The Committee state, upon the first point, 
that the “‘Concern”—and a more awkward and 
ludicrous title for a great publishing house it 
would not be easy to find—has not seriously 
suffered by the manner in which paper and 
printing materials were bought. Now the 


word “serious” is a very elastic word. The’ 


facts are, as shown in the evidence, although 
no allusion is made to them by the Report, that 
the paper was bought for the ‘‘ Concern” by a 
young man named Porter, the son of one 
of the principal managers. Two well-known 
houses in the paper trade testified that Mr. 
Porter received a commission of from 2 to 7 
per cent, upon the value of the paper bought 
from them. During three years, from the trans- 
actions with these two houses alone, young Mr. 
Porter's commissions were more than $30,000, 
During ten years there would, therefore, at the 
same rate, be a certain loss to the ‘‘ Concern” 
of $100,000 upon the business with these two 
houses. How much more there might have 
been in other dealings may be supposed. This, 
however, the Committee say, is not a “‘ serious” 
loss. But it is a loss resulting from the conduct 
of one of the agents of the business, and is there- 
fore not only a great loss, but a loss of the most 
serious character, The commissions, unless au- 
thorized by the managers—and this is not af- 
firmed—were money taken from the treasury of 
the Methodist Book Concern, The Committee 
say that the Concern has not seriously suffered. 
Of course, then, they recommend that the sys- 
tem of commissions be continued. 

The Committee further announce that in the 
Bindery there have been great mismanagement 
and serious losses. But they do not say what 
they are and from what they arise. The charge 
is that money was paid upon false invoices, and 
that the property of the ‘* Concern” was sold by 
its workmen for their own benefit. This would 
seem to be the point upon which the Committee 
shoul@ have given information. But they pre- 
fer silence, What, then, is their report? It 
is this: 
is managed without “serious” loss, although 
a system of leakage is proved; that the.Bind- 
ery is greatly mismanaged with various losses, 
and that the general management of the busi- 
ness does not involve the honesty of the man- 
agers. Then by the Committee’s own showing 
it involves their capacity; and when they say 
that such management meets their own approv- 
al and commands public confidence, they bu- 








that the printing material department | 





miliate themselves and insult the public, Sup- 
pose that the person who pays the clerical mem- 
bers of the Committee their salary should charge 
from two to seven per cent. commission upon 
the amount, would they think it a “serious” 
loss, or would the transaction command their 
hearty approval and confidence ? 

The effect of the Report has been to create 
a very general impression that the business of 
the “Concern” is sadly mismanaged ; and that 
it should be thoroughly investigated. The 
members of the denomination who are con- 
tributing large or small sums to its general 
expenses, and all Methodists who have the 
denominational honor at heart, are interested 
that this matter should not end here. 





SPECIE PAYMENTS. 


It will be recollected that Mr. M‘Cuttocn, 
in his annual report as Secretary of the Treas- 
ury in 1865, stated ‘‘that the legal-tender acts 
were war measures passed in a great emergency ; 
that they should be regarded only as temporary ; 
that they ought not to remain in force a day lon- 
ger than would be necessary to enable the people 
to prepare for a return to the gold standard ; 
and that the work of retiring the notes which 
had been issued should be commenced without 
delay, and carefully and persistently continued 
until all are retired.” 

The House of Representatives, on the 18th 
of December, 1865, passed the following resolu- 
tion by a vote of 144 to 6: ** Resolved, That this 
House cordially concurs in the views of the 
Secretary of the Treasury in relation to the ne- 
cessity of a coutraction of the currency, with a 
view to as early a resumption of specie payments 
as the business interests of the country will per- 
mit; and we hereby pledge co-operative action 
to this end as speedily as possible.” 

This resolution authorized no particular mode 
of contraction; and Congress, on the 12th of 
March, 1866, authorized the exchange of bonds 
for notes, but provided ‘that of United States 
notes not more than $10,000,000 should be re- 
tired and canceled within six months from the 
passage of the act, and thereafter not more than 
$4,000,000 should be retired in any one month.” 

Mr. M‘Cuttocn, in pursuance of this author- 
ity, went on with the policy of contraction ; but 
by reason of earnest complaints, chiefly from 
the West, Congress in January, 1868, passed 
an act declaring ‘* that from and after its pas- 
sage the authority of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to make any reduction of the currency, by 
retiring or canceling United States notes, shall 
be and is hereby suspended.” 

Mr. Boutwe 1 finds himself wholly fettered 
by this clearly-expressed intention against con- 
traction; and it will be necessary, before it can 
be resorted to anew, that Congress shall reverse 
its action, and confer the power. 

As the opinion prevails in many quarters 
that Congress-will soon take measures for a 
speedy return to specie payments—and as this 
belief, in conjunction with thé policy pursued 
by the Treasury, is having effects of a moment- 
ous character upon the whole trading and pro- 
ducing interest—the question comes home to the 
business of every man, What will probably be 
done ? 

In answering this question the interests and 
purposes of the national banks need to be con- 
sidered, as they have the most intimate rela- 
tions with the business of the country. On the 
23d of June, 1869, the National banks held a 
convention at the St. Nicholas Hotel, which was 
a complete representation of this powerful in- 
terest. Mr. E, G. Spacipre, the President of 
the Farmers’ and Mechanics’ National Bank of 
Buffalo, as temporary Chairman, addressed the 
Convention at length, declaring that the policy 
of selling gold adopted by the Treasury was a 
remove from specie payments, instead of an ad- 
vance in that direction. ‘* There is,” he says, 
too great a disparity between the reserve of 
gold in the Treasury and the volume of green- 
backs to be redeemed ;” and adds, ‘‘ Whether 
resumption takes place in two, five, or ten years 
a larger reserve of gold will be necessary, or 
the amount of greenbacks must be reduced.” 

Mr, Turopore M. Pomeroy, a Director of 
the First National Bank of Auburn, on being 
elected President of the Convention, addressed 
the body, declaring a readiness on the part of 
the banks to resume whenever the Government 
shall also resume; but hc indicates no mode 
of proceeding to this end; on the contrary, he 
supports free banking, and the removal of the 
restriction upon circulation imposed by aets of 
Congress, on the ground that ‘‘ the right to is- 
sue circulation to pass current as the represent- 
ative of money, if granted .o one should be open 
to all;” and on the further ground that it is the 
**merest speculation” to speculate on the sub- 
ject whether or not the present circulation is 
more or less than the country demands. He 
thus closes his important speech: ‘This and 
other similar questions should be settled in con- 
ference by your Executive Committee, and 
whatever Legislation may be necessary will readily 
follow.” A Committee of seventy-five was ap- 
pointed, among other objects, “‘ to give timely 


| notice of any proposed legislation adverse to 


their interests,” and the Convention adjourned, 
after creating a permaneut general Committee 
of eleven members to manage its affairs. 
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The confidence expressed by Mr. Pomeroy 
is probably well-founded that the legislation of 
Congress, at least for some time to come, will 
conform to what shall be recommended in be- 
half of this powerful interest. Few, however, 
will expect any very prompt and effective meas- 
ures from this quarter ior returning to specie 
payments. 

The fact is, that by reason of speculation on 
a large scale, and of the ex¢ess of our imports 
over our exports, adjusted for the present by 
sending our bonds to foreign countries, the dif- 
ficulty in returning to specie payments is great- 
er now than when Congress repealed in Janu- 
ary, 1868, the law which permitted contraction. 

In England specie payments are maintained 
because, in addition to the amount of the pre- 
cious metals held by the Bank of England, a 
larger amount is in the pockets of the people, 
ready to be called on in case of emergency in 
banking. In lieu of this the pockets of our 
people are stuffed with notes down to the de- 
nomination of ten cents, while in England no 
notes are allowed under about twenty dollars. 
This wide difference in policy drives the pre- 
cious metals away from the United States and 
encourages their accumulation in Great Britain. 

We can not shut our eyes to the fact that con- 
traction, attempted under more favorable cir- 
cumstances as to devt than at present, was 
abandoned out of regard to the debtor inter- 
est; and as the indebtedness of individuals has 
been increased by speculation and extravagance, 
it is safe to assume that the same interest will 
be equally powerful over the ensuing Congress. 

On looking back to the period of Mr. M‘CuL- 
Locn’s recommendations, above referred to, it 
will not only appear that they were timely and 
sound, but it will be regarded as a misfortune 
that they were not firmly followed. But al- 
though contraction is the true road, the unfor- 
tunate tendency of our people to constant and 
heavy indebtedness makes it difficult. 

The truth should be widely disseminated 
that, until we determine to persist in the poli- 
cy of improving our circulating medium, there 
can be no recovery from the fluctuations in the 
price of products which constantly attends our 
system. When we get upon the solid ground 
of specie, we shall be able to compete with all 
nations, and secure an amount of prosperity 
known to no other portion of the globe. 





HONOR AND MURDER. 


Tue death of Mr, Ricnarison will again 
raise the question in the courts whether jeal- 
ousy is a justification of homicide. The prin- 
ciple of civilized society is plain enough. It is, 
that a man must not assume to punish crimes 
upon his own responsibility. A savage scalps 
his foe whenever he can get at him. But civ- 
ilization replaces individual vengeance by the 
forms of law. Yet there are certain circum- 
stances under which it permits individual re- 
dress, such as personal assault or burglary. 
There are still other circumstances which have 
been tacitly held to justify such redress where 
there is no violent personal attack, but merely 
an offense against honor. The form this re- 
dress took was the duel. But Honor is a very 
elastic word, and may be used by scoundrels as 
well as by honorable men; and it consequently 
happened that, under the code of honor, an 
honorable man was at the mercy of any scoun- 
drel or dead-shot who chose to throw a glass 
of wine in his face or to call him iiar. So the 
duel, as essentially absurd and involving great- 
er perils than’ it remedied, has been abolished 
by the growing good sense of civilization. 

+ But there are still circumstances under which 
public opinion apparently justifies individual 
vengeance. Probaoly no jury in this country 
would convict a woman who should shoot the 
man who attempted her dishonor. It is doubt- 
ful if it would convict her of crime if she delib- 
erately shot her seducer; although it might be 
very difficult to show that she had not consent- 
ed. The reason of such a verdict would proba- 
bly be found to be a vague, general impression 
that women are usually at a disadvantage, and 
that if the shooting was not exactly justified by 
the special testimony, it was venial upon gen- 
eral grounds. The same toleration is shown to- 
ward men who attack others whom they charge 
with offenses against their domestic happiness. 

But this is a relic of sheer barbarism. If 
we justify a husband in killing a man whom he 
accuses of stealing his wife’s affections, we must 
justify the wife in killing any woman whom she 
may accuse of being his paramour or of divert- 
ing his preference. Thus the most precious 
lives might be sacrificed to a whim of jealousy, 
or to a groundless suspicioh. This justification 
of assaults, by what are called injured hus- 
bands, serves, however, to show how ingrained 
is the feeling that a man’s wife is in some way 
his property. If a husband shoots the alleged 
seducer, or merely the guiltless confidant, of 
his wife, the public shrugs its shoulders, and 
remarks that the victim ought to have counted 
the cost. But if the wife should shoot a poor 
woman of the town because of her husband's 
offense, or any innocent woman whose society 
her husband sought, there would be immense 
consternation. And yet, is not the marriage 
vow equally binding upon husband and wife? 





If the husband may punish what he calls of- 
fenses against his honor, may not the wife 
avenge outrages upon her? 

There is but one remedy, and that is to in- 
sist, by the conviction of plainly proved offend- 
ers, that offenses shall not be privately pun- 
ished. If a man attacks you upon the high- 
way, or breaks into your house, you will jus- 
tifiably defend yourself by every practicable 
means. But to justify a deliberate attempt to 
murder, by a man’s allegation that his honor 
has been assailed and his domestic peace dis- 
turbed, is to relax the very foundations of civ- 
ilized society. If a wife's affections are alien- 
ated there is at least room for suspicion that 
the husband's conduct has not been such as to 
retain them. Certainly the common welfare 
demands that there be some better reason than 
*‘outraged honor” offered in extenuation of 
murder, 





A PREMIUM UPON CRIME. 


Tue most remarkable fact in regard to great 
robberies at this time is that the robbers are 
not punished, but the crime is compromised, 
To compromise with a thief is to give him half 
the booty, with a promise not to trouble him 
upon condition that he will return the other 
half. Sometimes a compromise is an arrange- 
ment by which the whole booty is returned as 
a condition of not prosecuting the thief. But 
a compromise is always a proceeding by which 
society suffers. It is lately announced that 
some merchants in New York, of what is called 
** respectable standing,” are accused of swin- 
dling, and will be criminally prosecuted unless 
they consent to a compromise. Is there any 
good reason why this principle should not be 
carried further ? Shall we not compromise with 
gentlemen of good standing accused of assault 
and battery, and consent not to prosecute if 
they will pay the doctor’s bill for their victim ? 
Cases of murder, indeed, would seem to be dif- 
ficult, because the erring gentleman who did 
the deed could not recall the victim to life. 
But possibly some arrangement might be made 
by which he would consent not to destroy other 
people if he should be excused from responsi- 
bility for the accomplished fact. Indeed, the 
principle is susceptible of great breadth of ap- 
plication. 

It is really becoming necessary to remember 
that cheating is cheating, however respectable 
“the standing” of the swindler, and that rob- 
bery is robbery, whatever may be the number 
of church pews owned by the robber. 

It is no new thing for merchants of what is 
called respectable standing to defraud the Cus- 
tom-house. Indeed, there is an old saying 
that all is fair in love, in polities, and at the 
Custom-house, and a man might hesitate to 
perjure himself in a court of law who would 
most glibly swear falsely to pass an invoice. 
But this is a dangerous kind of sophistry. All 
human transactions rest at last upon good faith, 
and confidence in real honor. When a man’s 
oath is known to be a lie, there follows a pro- 
found disturbance of the foundations of socie- 
ty; for men can not be habitually false in one 
way without weakening their truthfulness in 
every way. 

If it be true that certain merchants are im- 
plicated by evidence in dishonest transactions 
at the Custom-house, it is a thousandfold bet- 
ter that they be criminally prosecuted and tried 
and punished, if convicted, than that the United 
States should recover by compromise the money 
which the “‘ respectable” merchants are said to 
have stolen, And if it should appear, upon 
such a trial, that the general feeling in regard 
to the oppression of tariffs, and to all Cus- 
tom-house transactions, made it very doubtful 
whether a moral stigma could ever be attached 
to perjury and theft committed there, the cause 
of Free Trade would have acquired a prodig- 
iously powerful ally, in the conviction that the 
Custom-house is more pernicious, as a source 
of the kind of immorality which is fatal to any 
people, than advantageous as a system of levy- 
ing taxes. In any case it is worth while to 





try the experiment, and to> ascertain whether 
& man’s reputation would be injured by legal 


conviction of defrauding the Government at 
the Custom-house. 





A CURIOUS INJUSTICE. 

Tuenre is a good custom in Massachusetts by 
which the Governor at Thanksgiving pardons 
two convicts whose conduct during their term 
in the State prison has been most exemplary. 
This year the usual pardon was issued ; but to 
the public astonishment, it appeared that the 
two men were not prisoners to whom pardon 
should be granted, but of whom it should be 
asked.. For they were innocent persons unjust- 
ly convicted. The general feeling, of course, 
then was, that it was both an injustice to them 
and to two other well-deserving prisoners to re- 
lease them only. They were entitled to their 
liberty. It was no grace of the government, 
but its plainest duty, to release them; and the 
spirit of the annual custom of pardon required 
that two justly convicted prisoners should be 
set free. No one, however, supposed that this 
was not as evident to the Governor and Coun- 





cil, and to the old and experienced warden of 





| ber the responsibility of deciding whether the 

















| ond volume of the series, ** The Jesuits in North 
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the State prison, as it was to every body'else, | 
But there was no explanation, and the whole 
affair seemed unintelligible. 

At the end of a week, however, the warden, 
Mr. Hayrwes, wrote a letter detailing the facts. 
The two men were convicted of highway rob- 
bery upon the positive evidence of the man 
robbed. It was a case of mistaken identity. 
Upon entering the prison the men asserted their 
innocence, but that often happens. Recently, 
however, facts, unknown to the prisoners, were 
communicated to the warden proving their inno- 
cence, He, having no authority to release them, 
instantly laid them before the Governor and 
Council, who are the sole releasing power. But 
it was only on the day before Thanksgiving that 
the last documents in the case were received, 
and too late for the Council to examine the 
testimony in some other cases which the ward- 
en intended to propose for the usual pardon, 
Consequently the two innocent prisoners were 
released as pardoned ; and the two others, who 
should have had the benefit of a pardon, will be 
detained in prison until Christmas. The warden 
adds that he agrees fully that the two men had 
a right to justice, and not to pardon; but that 
the Legislature had provided no other means 
than a pardon to reach such cases. 

This is an injustice which the Legislature of 
Massachusetts should remedy at the very earli- 
est moment. It should certainly provide that 
the Governor and Council may release an un- 
justly convicted person, with a public acknow!l- 
edgment of the injustice done him, and with the 
gift of a sum of money large enough to be serv- 
iceable to a than sv unhappily seized and so 
injuriously branded. But, in this instance, it 
would also seem to have been possible for the 
warden, who was convinced of the innocence 
of the prisoners in question, to have supplied, 
in time, to the Council, the evidence necessary 
for the release of two proper convicts. He 
would then have left with the Executive Cham- 


two customary pardons were exhausted in the 
case of the innocent men. Boat it is shamefal 
to any honorable State that its only remedy for 
the enormous injury of the unjust imprisonment 
of a citizen is the obloquy of a pardon. It 
wrongly deprives him of liberty, and, by way of 
reparation, brands him forever as a pardoned 
criminal. 





NOTES. 


Tue Delaware Gazette, published at Wilming- 
ton, tells its readers all about Harper's Weekly. 
It is “ unscrupulous and scurrilous.” It is “a 
production of an inferior order of its kind.” It 
is edited *‘ with neither taste nor ability.” Its 
contributors are persons “of shallow minds and 
commonplace talents.” Its columns are, there- 
fore, filled with “* written and pictorial trash and 
clap-trap nonsense of the most ridiculous and 
sensational description.” Somuchforus. And 
next, good readers, you catch it. You are “‘a 
class of illiterate or cial persons, to whose 
uncultivated fancy and narrow prejudices it (the 
Weekly) panders and appeals.” It seems, gen 
tle , that you are also our victims, ** Over 
these people”—that is you, illiterate and superti 
cial maltitade—‘‘ its corrupting influences are suc- 
cessful, and dangerously exercised.” Why? Be- 
cause you are more gratified “ by adaptations to 
the eye and the passions of nature than by apy 
to the reasoning faculties and the judgment of a 
well-balanced mind.” Well, at least, the world 
has onecomfort left. While Harper's Weekly 
thus “* prostitutes” and “‘ contaminates” and 
““warps’ by ‘‘lying and blackguardly car- 
toons,” and “ inflames” to ** amalgamation” 
and “‘miscegenation,” there is still the Wil- 
mington (Gazette proudly surviving, as an in- 
spiring example of “the judgment of a well- 
balanced mind.” 








Tue third volume of Fraxcis Parkman's 
series of histories of the early settlement of the 
country is just published by Lirrie, Brows, & 
Co. ; and this time it is ‘The Discovery of the 
Great West.” These volumes, as our readers 
know, or should know, form together a general 
history of ‘‘ France and England in North Ameri- 

” 


ca.” It is a subject which Mr. Parkman has 
made as much his own as Mortey the Dutch 
Republic or Macavtay the English Revolution. 
He is thorough master of his material, which is 
much scattered, and exists largely in manuscript ; 
and his imagination, his picturesque narrative 
style, and his admirable perception of the true 
point of interest, give to his historical works a 
wonderful charm and symmetry. It is to the 
pages of Mr. Pakxman that we must go for the 
American Indian. Coorrer so bewitches our 
young fancies with Uncas and the red heroes that | 
it is very difficult to divest our estimate of the In- 
dian of a false and foolish glamour, Mr. Parx- 
MAN, however, knows him by personal experi- 
ence and long and thoughtful study. 


In the sec- 


America," and in this last, ‘*The Discovery of 

the Great West,” he paints the Indian at full 
length, the most unromantic, the most cruel of 

hiiman beings. And it is curious to observe that 
at their best the Indians are not interesting. We 

do not respect them, nor like them as much as 

we do noble animals. We follow their move- | 
ments with a languid attention ; but the moment 
Hewxerix, or Mangverrse, or La SALie ap- 
pears, we salute the hero of the scene. In ** The 
Discovery of the Great West” there is not, of 
course, the same extraordinary story of human 
heroism as in the tragedy of the early Canadian | 
Jesuits, which was told in the last volume, But | 


I a rn 


there are equally graphic and admirable sketch 


es of the Jesuit fathers whe are more known to 


us, and a delightful, and we may say final, ac 
count of the discovery of the Mississippi River. 
Indeed, with singular tact Mr. Parkman gives 
us in his compact volumes about al! that the 
reader cares to know of that period of our his 
tory; and his work, which is fudispensable to 
complete knowledge of the sottlement and ci vili 
zation of the North American continent, is done 
in a way which assures his position anon 


- g our 
historians, 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


Cononrss assembled on the 6th instant. The fol- 
lowing new members were aworn in: Mr. 8. 8. Cox, 
of New York; Mr. George Brook, of Maseachuretts 
Mr. Beachard, of lilinets; and W. H. Barnum, of Con 
necticut. 

The annua) Report of Commissioner Delano for the 
year ending Jane 39, i900, shows thai the tota) re- 
ceipts trons talersel Revenue sources, exclasive of tho 
direct tax upon lauds and the duty upon the circula- 
tion and deposits of national banks, were, for the fe- 
cal year, 1869, $160,089,544 29, This includes the suins 
refunded for taxes Uegally assensved and collected, 
amounting to $960,286 12, nearly all of which was 
for taxes assessed wad collected in previour yeare. 
The recei for the current year are estimaied at 
$175,000, 

The Report of the Cezeptrolier of the Currency gives 
the total number of national banks organized up to 
October, 1860, as 1594; the uumber In active apera- 
tion, 1620. The total amount of notes of all denom- 
inations outstanding on the 80: of September, 1508, 
he gives as $299,78,005; adding to this for *agments 
of notes outstanding, lo«i or destroyed, portions of 
which have been redeemed, $940 45, and the total 
stands, $399, 759,895 45. 

In consequence of the abrogation of the Postal Con- 
vention between the United States and France, the 
exchange of United States mails with that cunatry 
will cease on and after January 1, 1870. On letters for 
and from France, by steamers running direct, the 
American postage wi!) be ten cents per single rete of 
halt an ounces, to be prepaid when sent, a collected 
on delivery when received ; on newspapers two cents 
each, and on books, eic., four cents for each four 
ounces. Letters only may be sent in the open mai! 
for England without prepayment. Letters now rent 
“by French mail” to other countries can not be so 
sent after December 51 

A new Portal Convention has been agreed upon 
with Great Britain, by which the ocean postage be- 
tween the United Siaies and Great Britain is reduced 
to six cents, if paid in advance, with a fine of six 
cents added for non-prepayment, the arrangement to 
take effect January 1, 1£70. 

The public debt statement for November exhibits a 
decrease in the debt during that month of $1,97)1,45 
and since the let of March of ¢71,908,504 

The coin in the Sub-Treasury, New York, has been 
counted. It amounts to $75,008, 100. 

Albert D. Richardson, who was shot by M'Farland 
in the Tribune office, on the evening of November 25 
lingered unti] Thursday morning, December 2, wher 
he expired. The day previous, per 
end was approaching, he was married at his own re 
quest to Mra. Sage lormerly Mrs. M‘PFarland). The 
ceremony was perforined by Rev. Heary Ward Beech 
ef, assisted by Rev. Mr. Frothingham. 

An affray amony Democratic politicians occurred tu 
a New York liquor saloon on the 8d inet., in which 
Florence Scannel, « candidate for Alderman, received 
& pistol-shot, which will disabie him for life, and sey 
eral others were bad)y injored. 








A euccessfal whisky raid on the Micit distilleries 
situated mear the Navy-yard, in the Fifth Ward, 
Brooklyn, was made December 3 by the United States 
Regulars and a company of the Grand Army of the 
Republic, under the \ rection of General Pleasonton 
Thirteen distilleries were broken up, and ihe material 
removed to the Navy-yard and stored. The expedi- 
tion wae attacked by the mob when retiring from the 
scene of action, and several persons were seriously 
injured. 

he National Board of Trede met on the ist iuat. 


i. the capitol at Richmond, Virginia. 





FOREIGN NEWS. 


Tue French Senate and Corps Legislatif were open 
ed by the Emperor November 2. In hie address he 
ascribed the politice! agitat of the past two months 
to the “eubversive passions” and the ' excesses of the 
press and of pubiic assemblages,” by which society was 
menaced ana freedom compromisad. France desires 


liberty and order; and while he asks the legislators 
to help him secure liberty, he wil! anewer for the or- 
der he suppression of slavery in 

the freeing of the Russian serfs, t 

form, the Gicumen Couneil 
the telegraph, the Mount Cenis T 
Canal, were alluded to as the 
of which all have reason to bx 
he declared that there was t 
pation of the vation in its own 

give a new force to the empir 

On the 8d inet. the Corpe 7 gislatif wae agitated 4 
demand from M. Roct short that the National Guard 
be ordered to coard the bali of the Corps in future, 
for the protection of the members. Cheers and de 
risive cries followed, after the firet burst of astoniah 
ment, from all parts of the hai The Opposition ap- 
plauded, but the majority protested agxinet the d 
mand and the f-vor with which ‘t had been received. 
M. Guizot has written a letter to a member of the 
Corps Legislasif, in which he advises the members to 
support the Parliamencary Empire. 

The difficulty arising out of the landing of the 
French telegraph cable on American shores has, ag 
cording to a telegram from Paris, been adjusted in an 
amicd@bdle manner. 

A Pre-Synoda! Conference was held et Rome o- the 
8d inet., at which an allocution was de 
officers of the Cicumenical Council took the offi 
oaths. 

Carlist conspiracies have again been discovered in 
Spain, and measures have been teken to prevent a 
fresh outbreak. Several of the suppressed Republican 
journals in Madrid have been pe rmitted to reappear, 
and the constitr al gvarantees, euapended some 
time ago as a me re of public safety, nave been re 
stored. Gertra) Prim has stated ip the Cortes that 
since the commencement of the Cuban rebellion four 
teen veasele of war. including two tron-clads, bad 
sailed for Cuba, traneporting vearly 40,600 troops 

The reports of a want of harmony between th: 
Chinese Government and Mr. Burlingame are official 
ly denied. Ther are ascribed to persons in Chine 
who are opposed, on commercial and other groands, 
to the policy of the Chinese Gevernment Hila miseior 






















will extend beyond two yeare. Mr. Burlingame was 
received on the @d inet. by the King of Prussia, aud 
presented his credentials 


A letter from I 
ment is anxious {x 


kin states 








best to wait unt 
mission with other countr | 
whole subject might be dleposed at once 
ind to Bom 





The bark Noel, b bay, the first mercan 
tile vessel to pase throngh the Suez Canal with a car 
go, has been wrecked in the Red Seu, eighty elx miles 


from the port of Suez 

The Viceroy of Kyypt, It le sald, has presented the 
Empress Engénie, who has returned to Paris, a dia. 
mond diadem worth 6,000,000 of france 
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(Entered according to Act of Congress, in the Year 
1869, by Harrer & -Broruers, in the Clerk’s Office of 
the District Court of the United States, for the Southern 
District of New York.) 


MAN AND WIFE. 


By WILKIE COLLINS, 


Author of “ The Woman in White,” “ No Name,” 
“The Moonstone,” etc., etc. 


1 a 
WITH ORIGINAL ILLUSTRATIONS. 
chneclacntapalsisnniipeniti 
CHAPTER THE SEVENTH. 
THE DEBT. 


ARNOLD was the first who broke the silence. 
‘*Ts your father seriously ill?” he asked. 
Geoffrey answered by handing him the ecard. 


Sir Patrick, who had stood apart (while the | 
question of Ratcatcher’s relapse was under dis- | 


cussion) sardonically studying the manners and 
customs of modern English youth, now came for- 
ward, and took his part in the proceedings. Lady 
Lundie herself must have acknowledged that he 
spoke and acted as became the head of the fam- 
ily, on this occasion. 

‘* Am | right in supposing that Mr. Delamayn's 
father is dangerously ill?” he asked, addressing | 
himself to Arnold. 

‘* Dangerously ill, in London,” Arnold an- 
swered. ‘*‘ Geoffrey must leave Windygates with 
me. The train I am traveling by meets the train 
his brother is traveling by, at the junction. I 
shall leave him at the second station from here.” 

‘* Didn't you tell me that Lady Lundie was 
going to send you to the railway in a gig?” 

** Yes.” 

‘*If the servant drives, there will be three of 
you—and there will be no room.” 

** We had better ask for some other vehicle,” 
suggested Arnold. 

Sir Patrick looked at his watch. There was 
no time to change the carriage. He turned to 
Geoffrey. ‘‘Can you drive, Mr. Delamayn ?” 

Still impenetrably silent, Geoffrey replied by a 
nod of the head. 

Without noticing the unceremonious manner 
in which he had been answered, Sir Patrick went 
on: 

‘* In that case, you can leave the gig in charge 
of the station-master. I'll tell the servant that 
he will not be wanted to drive.” 

**Let me save you the trouble, Sir Patrick,” 
said Arnold. 

Sir Patrick declined, by a gesture. He turned 
again, with undiminished courtesy, to Geoffrey. 
‘*Tt is one of the duties of hospitality, Mr. De- 
lamayn, to hasten your departure, under these 
sad circumstances. Lady Lundie is engaged 
with her guests. I will see myself that there is 
no unnecessary delay in sending you to the sta- 
tion.” He bowed—and left the summer-house. 

Arnold said a word of sympathy to his friend, 
when they were alone. 

‘**T am sorry for this, Geoffrey. I hope and 
trust you will get to London in time.” 
He stopped. There was something in Geof- 
frey’s face—a strange mixture of doubt and be- | 
wilderment, of annoyance and hesitation—which 
was not to be accounted for as the natural result 
of the news that he had received. His color 
shifted and changed; he picked fretfully at his 
finger-nails ; he looked at Arnold as if he was 
going to speak—and then looked away again, in | 

silence. 

“Is there something amiss, Geoffrey, besides 
this bad news about your father?” asked Arnold. 

‘I'm in the devil's own mess,” was the an- 
swer, 

‘**Can I do any thing te help you?” 

Instead of making a direct reply, Geoffre 
lifted his mighty hand, and gave Arnold a friend- 
ly slap on the shoulder which shook him from 
head to foot. Arnold steadied himself, and 
waited—wondering what was coming next. 

**T say, old fellow!” said Geoffrey. 

“Te 

‘*Do you remember when the boat turned 
keel upward in Lisbon Harbor ?” 

Arnold started. If he could have called to 
mind his first interview in the summer-house | 
with his father’s old friend, he might have re- 
membered Sir Patrick's prediction that he would 
sooner or later pay, with interest, the debt he 
owed to the man who had saved his life. As it 
was, his memory reverted at a bound to the time 
of the boat-accident. In the ardor of his grati- 
tude and the innocence of his heart, he almost 
resented his friend's question as a reproach which 
he had not deserved. 

**Do you think I can ever forget,” he cried, 
warmly, ‘‘that you swam ashore with me and 
saved my life?” 

Geoffrey ventured a step nearer to the object 
that he had in view. 

**One good turn deserves another,” he said, 
** don't it?” 

Arnold took his hand. .“‘ Only tell me!” he 
eagerly rejoined—*‘‘ only tell me what I can do!” 

**You are going to-day to see your new place, 
ain't you?” 

**Can you put off going till to-morrow ?” 

“* Tf it’s any thing serious—of course I can!” 

Geoffrey looked round at the entrance to the 
summer-house, to make sure that they were 
alone. : 

“You know the governess here, don’t you?” 
he said, in a whisper. 

** Miss Silvester ?” 

“* Yes. I've got into a little diffienlty with 
Miss Silvester. And there isn’t a living soul I 
can ask to help me but you.” 

> You know I will help you. What is it?” 

It isn’t so easy to say. " Never mind—you're | 
no saint either, are you? Youll keep ita secret, 
of course? Look here! I've acted like an in- | 
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| fernal fool. “I've gone and got the girl into a 
| scrape—” 

Arnold drew back, suddenly understanding 
him. 

** Good heavens, Geoffrey! You don't mean—” 

**I do! Wait a bit—that’s not the worst of 
it. She has left the house.” 

** Left the house ?” 

** Left, for good and all. She can't come back 

in.” 

**Why not?” 

** Because she’s written to her missus. Wo 
men (hang ‘em! ) never do these things by halves. 
She's left a letter to say she’s privately married, 
and gone off to her husband. Her husband is 
Me. Not that I'm married to her yet, you un 
derstand, I have only promised to marry her 
She has gone on first (on the sly) to a place four 
miles from this. And we settled I was to follow. 





and marry her privately this afternoon. ‘That's 
out of the question now. While she's expecting 
me at the inn I shall be bowling along to Lon 


don. Somebody must tell her what has hap 
‘ 


pened or she'll play the devil, and the whole 


| business will burst up. I can’t trust any of the 


people here. I’m done for, old chap, unless you 
help me.’ 

Arnold lifted his hands in dismay. ‘It’s the 
most dreadful situation, Geoffrey, I ever heard 
of in my life!” 

Geoffrey thoroughly agreed with him 
** Enough to knock a man over,” he said, “ isn’t 
it? Id give something for a drink of beer.’ 


He produced his everlasting pipe, from sheer | 


force of habit. ‘*‘Got a match?” he asked 
Arnold's mind was too preoccupied to notice 
the question. 
**] hope you won't think I'm making light of 


| your father’s illness,” he said, earnestly. ‘‘ But 


it seems to me—lI must say it—it seems to me 
that the poor girl has the first claim on you. 


\ 





a 


half distracted, and all that. And—wait a bit 
—tell her to stop where she is till I write to 
her. 

Arnold hesitated. Absolutely ignorant of that 
low and limited form of knowledge which is call- 


| ed ‘‘*knowledge of the world,” his inbred deli 


cacy of mind revealed to him the serious diffi 


| culty of the position which his friend was asking 


SA} 
~ 


\ 
AN AX Lh. 
\ 
. Sy 





him to occupy as plainly as if he was looking at 
it through the warily-gathered experience of so- 
ciety of a man of twice his age 

‘Can't you write to her now, Geoffrey 7” he 
asked . 

** What's the good of that ? 

**Consider for a minute, and you will see. 
You have trusted me with a very awkward se- 
eret. I may be wrong—I never was mixed up 
in such a matter before—but to present mys¢ If 
to this lady as your messenger seems exposing 
her to a dreadful humiliation Am I to go and 
tell her to her face: ‘I know what you are hid 
ing from the knowledge of all the world ;’ and is 


“THAT WILL DO THE BUSINESS! READ IT YOURSELF, ARNOLD—IT’S NOT 80 
BADLY WRITTEN.” 


Geoffrey looked at him in surly amazement. 

“The ‘first claim on me? Do you think I'm 
going to risk beisig cut out of my father’s will ? 
Not for the best woman that ever put on a petti 
coat!” 

Arnold's admiration of his friend was the sol- 
idly-founded admiration of many years ; admira 
tion for a man who could row, box, wrestle, 
jump—above all, who could swim—as few other 
men could perform those exercises in contempo- 
rary England. But that answer shook his faith. 
Only for the moment—unhappily for Arnold, only 
for the moment. 

** You know best,” he returned, a little coldly. 
“What can I do?” 

Geoffrey took his arm—roughly, as he took 
every thing; but in a companionable and conti 
dential way. 

**Go, like a good fellow, and tell her what 
has happened. We'll start from here as if we 
were both going to the railway; and I'll drop 
you at the foot-path, in the gig. Yon can get 
on to your own place afterward by the evening 
train. It puts you to no inconvenience ; and it's 
doing the kind thing by an old friend. There's 
no risk of being found out. I'm to drive, re 
member! There's no servant with us, old boy, 
to notice, and tell tales,” 

Even Arnold began to see dimly by this time 
that he was likely to pay his debt of obligation 
with interest—as Sir Patrick had foretold. 

** What am I to say to her?” he asked. ‘I’m 
bound todo all I can do to help you, and I will. 
But what am I to say?” 

It was a natural question to put. It was not 
an casy question to anewer. What a man, un- 
der given muscular circumstances, could do, n 
person living knew better than Geoffrey Dela- 
mayn. Of what a man, under given social cir 
cumstances, could say, no person living knew less 

“Say?” he repeated. ‘* Look here! say I'm 
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| have asked at the door for ‘my wife 
gvIng in My piace 
*And I must ask at the door for ‘my wife,’ 
or I shall expose Miss Silvester to unpleasani 
consequences ’ 
You don't object ? 
‘Not I! I don't cere what I say to the peo 
ple of the inn It's the meeting with Miss Sil 
verter that I'm afraid of 


You are 


“Tl put that right for you never fear! 

He went at once to the table and rapidly ecrib- 
bled a few lines—then st: pped and considered 
* Will that do?” he asked himself ‘“N la 
better say something spooney to quiet her lle 
considered again, added a line, and brought his 
hand down on the table with a cheery emack 
** That will do the | Read it yourself 
Arnold—it's not so badly written 

Arnold read the not viithout appearing to 
share his friend's fa i inion it 


This is rather short,” he s 


Have I tin wo} b 





rel 
she to be expected to endure it ? ‘Perhaps not But let Miss Silvester see for 

** Bosh!” said Geoffrey. ‘‘ They can endure | herself that I ' make it longer 
a deal more thaw you think fo: I wish you rh in star ul fant Put 
had heard how she bullied me, in this very fhe time 
place My good fellow, you don't understand ‘Oh, all right! and tt te too, if vou like 
women The grand secret, in dealing with a He had jus Mle | les) ; ords and fig 
woman, is to take her as you take a cat, by the | ures, and had | letter to Arnold 
scruff of the neck ‘ when Sir Patrick returned to announce that the 

**T can't face her—uniless you will help me by gig was waiting 
breaking the thing to her first. I'll stick at no *Come!” he said } I n't a moment 
sacrifice to serve you ; but h ing it! make al to lose! 
lowances, Geoffrey, for the difficulty you are Geoffrey atarted to his feet. Arnold hesitated 
putting me in. I am almost a stranger; I | **] must see Blanche!” he pleaded. ‘'I can't 
don't know how Miss Silvester may receive me, leave Blanche without savit by W here 
before I can open my lips is she ? 

Those last words touched the question on its Sir Patrick ted to the ste : emile 
practical side. ‘The matter-of-fact view of the | Blanche had f n n the hou Ay 
difficulty was a view which Geoffrey instantly nold ran tto! tant 
recognized and understood Going?” sl i » lite 

I shall be |} \ t ; Arno! whis 
pered It's a i Sir Patrick « ents 
She held him frat ‘ irl | i el 
parting before otl le seemed to he not a 
parting to Blanche : 
You will lose the tra cried Sir Patrick 
Geoffrey seized Ar by th m which 
Blanche was holdir and tore him iteralls 
tore him—away The tw vere t of sight 
in the shrubbery, bef Blanc? lenation 
found words, and addressed ites to | le 
“Why is that brat i w with Mr 
Brinkworth ?” « usked 
**Mr. Delamavyn is called to Lan bw his fa- 
ther's illness,” replied Sir Patrick You don't 
like him ? 
/ “1 hate him! 
| Sir Patrick reflected a 
** She is a young g of eigtiteer he thought 
to himself ** And lam an old man of seventy 
Curious, that we should agree about any thin 
More than curious that we should agree m 
liking Mr. Delamayi 
He roused himself, and looked again at 
Blanche. She was ted at the table. with 
her head on |! haud went, and it of 
| Spirits thinkin iA 1 a vet, with the 
| future all smoot! ' them, not thinking 
happi!s 
| “Why, Bla ‘ Bla | ed Sir Pat 
rick, ‘‘ one would think he | rone for a vor 
age round the world You sill | he will 
be back again the day af to-morre 
**T wish he hadn't gone with that man!” said 
Blanche. ‘I h ! ! man fora 
friend !’ 

"There! there! the mar us rade enough, I 
own Never mind! he w leave the man at the 
|} second station Come back to the ball-room 
with me Dance it off, my dear ance it off! 

** No,” returned Blanc! I'm in no humor 
for dancing I shall go wp stairs, and talk about 
it to Anne 
| * You will do nothing of the sort la third 
voice, suddenly joining in the conversation 
Both uncle @d niece looked mn, and found 
Lady Landie at the toy f the mmer-house 

“She has the devil's own temper,” he said ste] 

** There's no denying that Perhaps I'd better “I forbid ent ha n s nan 
write. Have we time to go into the house? ux in my hearing ; i} ladyshiy 

‘*‘No. The house is full of people und we s Patrich I f w remem 
haven't a minute to spare. Write at once, and ber that the r f “ t 
write here. I haye got a pencil a matter to be triff ! Ml pe 

** What am I to write on? tions are realized M Silvest left the 

** Any thing—vour brother's card house ! 

Geoffrey took the pen il which Arnold offered a 
to him, and looked at the card The lines his | - 
brother had written covered it There was no CHAPTER THE ERIGHTH 
room left. He felt in his pocket 1 produced = = 
a letter—the letter which Anne had referred to 
at the interview between them: the letter whicl Ir was st i aft when the 
she had written to insist on his attending the guests at Lady | “ wh-party began to 
lawn-party at Windygates mpare notes tagether in corn ind to agree 

** "This will do.” he said **Tt's on f Anne's in arriving at a general conviction t mie 
own letters to me. There's room on the fourth | thing was wrong 
page. If I write,” he added, turning suddenly Blanche had mystet eured f = 
on Arnold, ‘“‘you promise to take it to her? | her partners ' ! ine 
Your hand on the bargain! myster I ' 

He held out the hand which had saved Ar / La I ' 
nold’s life in Lisbon Harbor, and received Ar : 
nold’s promise, in remembrance of that time iple mant S h . ul ‘ 

** All right, old fellow I can tell you how to t ve vel . ‘ dd 

’ find the place as we go along in the gi B been give to account . 
the-by, there's one thing that’s rather important nd, again (som . . arn 
I'd better mention it while I think of it Miss Silvester ‘ . i 

‘* What is that? A wit among em . 

“You mustn't present yourself at the inn in | ed him of d ' ; 
your own name; and you mustn't ask for her ell; thon : y 
by her name. } i am 0 

“Who am I to ask for?’ ' ik of . 

““Tt’s a little awkward. She has , ther ute of by 
as a married woman, in case they're particular | himself . garces 
about taking her in—” \ : read to 

**T understand. Go on ul ant ‘ : mleper 

** And she has planned to te them (1 Way in rT hi t | 4 ids 
of making it all right and straight for both of upp . . had 
us, you know) that she expects her husband to no Husiness t ‘ ) ' ata 
join her if 1 had been able to gx I should | whisked in the upper regions Stet hing rong 
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EXAMINE FOR YOURSELVES, 


bare gives this unsolicited e oe W. P. CONVERSE & CO., 
A FOOL NEW ENGLAND FARMER, NEW ‘YORK OBSERVER. 


} vi 54 Pine Street, New York 
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ns from practical f er 4 ft t SAMPLE COPIES FREE. 
Weekly, § TANNER & CO., 
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R.P. EATON & CO., Boston Mass. oY eaters 19 Wall Street, New York 
Ss: e ERSEY I 
S990) § s mew 7-Octave Pian »™ B Games, Wit, 4 
Sent yn tria } 


Tove, th ae | EXTREMELY Low PRICES 


HOLIDAY PRESENTS personally ex 


UNION AD. AMS & CO. rea prs, ig 
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ORTON’'S NEW REMEDY FOR aren RRH 
ND W ‘ EATMEN'T 
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DO YOUR OWN PRINTING. 


Be st Porta t 


. and BOYS \KRING MONEY 


Cheapest and ble Presses. 
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FURNITURE COVERINGS 


G. L. & J.B. KELTY & ©0., 
AAT > Y 


| LK HORSES 
4 


PERFUMERY, 
AVORING EXTRACTS, a 
. . < . ester, N.¥ 
$35 j is. 


TOILET SOAPS 


HARPEI 


.S WEEKLY 
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“IMITATION GOLD HUNTING WATCHES, 





“COLLINS METAL,’ 
Improved Oroide. 
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CALIFORNIA DIAMONDS. 


TO CLU BS,..— Where S's 


C. E. COLLINS & CoO., No. 


ALEZXANDRE'S 


LESS hID 


LT. STEWART & € 


1 HANDSOME ASSORTMENT OF 1 
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PRICES THE SAME 


DRESS REGULAR MAERDEP 


BELOW 
ELSEWHERE 


GREATL*‘ 
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NEWMAN & CAPRON’S 


HOUSE FURNISHING 
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Carbolic 
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markabie healing properties 
covered 2 r Box. 
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Acid, which 
by direction of 
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DIAMONDS, EMERALDS, PEARLS, CAMEOS, 
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Offer a very Elegant Assortment of 


Novelties in 


SEAL AND ASTRAKHAN 


SACQUES, 


TURBANS, 


Boas, Ties, &c. 
Two Months 


FREE! 


The 
Magazine in 


FREE!! 


Most Popular Juvenile 
America. 
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HEARTH J AND — 


} AN LLLUSTRATED 

Rural, Literary, and Family Weekly, 
OF 16 LARGE, HANDSOME PAGES, 

EDITED BY DONALD G. MITCHELL, 


Assisted by an able ¢ (Ass ites 


BE 


Depa ents 


HEARTH AND HOME meets the 


ers of good fam every where, and « 
e best of every thing for every body 
v Yi 1 country It gives practical instructior 


tl texperienced writers, upon all rural topics 
Farming, Fruit-Growing, Flower-Culture, Orna- 
mental Gardening, Rural Architecture, Country 
and City Homes—their Furnishing’ and Adorn- 
ment, Domestic Economy, Housekeeping Hints, 
&c., &c 

s Choice Stories, Sketches, Essays, Poems, 
Wit and Humor, The News, Money and Market 
Reports, Beantisal Sutures, by the best arti 
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which is the vest Parton Game al rs. down to the 

eing only 33 t long and ry} oogh Daughters, ‘ ; gest 
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BAGATELLE, TEN PINS, and a 

POCKETS, RING TOSS. en a on 

We invite every body to ¢ ut our salesroom a Single Copies, $4 00; Three Copies, all at one 
friend in a BS ser vei seties te = — time, $9 00; Five Copies, $12 00 

Send for a descriptive catalogue and price-] ‘ on 

it con bb cent On one pest are ney wee z HEARTH AND HOME, to a Club of Fis 
fore the Holiday more ers at 82 40 each, the Cheapest, 

NOVELTY GAME Co., tisthe "Most Complete 


14 MURRAY ST. 


THE BEST! THE 


New Y k 


FAMILY WEEKLY NEWSPAPER 
BEST |! | in tne word. Subscribers before the ret of Janz 


gz” THE SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN rs next, will get all numbers to that date Free, 
A weekly strated journa! of 16 pages ted t year w end January 1, 1871. Spe ent 
Machinery, rricuitural ae yvements. Chemical 8 ara a ‘ 
ence, and aE W Dis 
$1 500 « ash in Pr zes will be J for clubs of PETTENGILL, BATES, & CO., 


ibers, on the 10th of 1 ebruat 
"A handsome large steel ‘ i Nu R AVE: 


37 Park Row, New York 


stin shed American favontens est 
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months ‘Dis unt to Clubs A b Saale of importance he “=> This one Bell, locate the | 
to bout to apply for patents sent free. Write for Seu we\3 & sleeping-room. rings — the 
full particulars concerning prizes and patents, to = ope ning of each window and 
MUNN & CO., Publishers and Patent Solicitor loor of the house. Thousands who are using 
7 Panx Row, New York tify to ite merits. Send { Pamphlet 
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727 Cor. Wave Place J. AHEARN, 5 P.O. Avenne, Baltimore, Md 
CATALOGUES, by Mail, 10 « H" DSON RIVE r INSTITU TE and ¢ 
MATHEMATICAL INSTRUMENTS, 112 } ; nee Sng 
OPTICAL INSTRUMENTS, 72 pages Rtev. ALONZO FLACK, Mt Pres «eg EC 
MAGIC LANTERNS and STEREOPTICANS, 100 py k, N.¥ 
| PHILOSOPHICAL INSTRUMENTS, *4 pages TDWARD SEARS’ 
| JAMES W. QUEEN & CO., E E NGRAY ne wer Ae Ish a ~ hgh 
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The Reason why Every One should buy a Haines Piano: 


R.1.: C. M. I s, New Haven, Cor Mat 


NEW GOODS NOW OPENING 


PARIS, LONDON, AND BOHEMIA. 


Gilt-Mounted Vases and Jardinieres, 
GILT AND BRONZE CLOCKS, FIGURES, &e. 
JEWEL-CASES, BONBONNIERES, TABLES, &c. 
RI a | AT ' 

CHINA DINNER AND DESSERT SETS, 


VERY CHEAP 
SILVER-PLATED WARE, EXTRA QUALITY. 


CHANDELIERS AND GAS-FIXTURES 


from OSLER, Londor ire 

AGENTS FOR ROGERS’ GROUPS. 
E. V. png a solr & CO., 

488, 490, and 492 BROADWAY, 


rner Broome St. 


WEBB’S ADDER. 


ONLY PRACTICAL ADDING MACHINE IN 


THE WORLD 








Webb's Add 
e pumbers 
! i ns. It 
a it Ww ata 
curacy “resident of e First itional Bank of 
New Ye w 4- es ft sti IT RELIEVES 
THE MIND ENTIRELY AND REDUCES ARITH 
METIC ro he ey MOTION OF THE HAND!" 
The >» machine t s and plomas at 
the last American Institute Fair, New Y c, and also 
ot the last Mass. State Fair, in Bostor It is ¢ in 
teed to do every thing 1 for it, and t , 
omes from near ull w e it that t h ia 
claimed at it does more P ess < Se } 
mail on rece : } 
express, C.O. D., att 
the return-money irge I r, testimonials, 
& ! Ss nd County Rights (ex 
‘ WEBB ADDING MACHINE CO 
E. P. DUTTON & CO., Se r Agents 
7i3sb lway, New York 
x ‘ 

Hatter and Furrier. 
DANIEL D. YOUMANS, 
717 BROADWAY, 

LADIES’ FINE FURS every variety SEAL and 


ASTRAKHAN SACQUES AND TURBANS 
WHITE FOX MUFFS AND BOAS 
CHILDREN'S FURS, GEN rs’ FURS, &€ 
I wter of ENGLISH HATS for G en's Wear 


Simpson, Hall, Miles. & Co., 


MANUFACTURE! 


IMPROVED ELECTRO PLATE, 
PURE SILVER. 


The es ¢ f FOR ry YEARS the part of 
- ie, Geapaee nd is 
\ eA f 7) in 


ORIGINAL AND ELEGANT DESIGNS, 
b, for BEAUTY, FINISH, and DURABILITY, 
Can not be Excelled, 


A 

“Improve d E lee ‘tro ‘Treble Plate,” 
ARE O Ql rY PRODUCED 
snd. if { , haiti eeu bo 
OFFICE AND FAC RY. WATTLIN FORT) ¢ ™. 
SAMPLE AND SALES ROOM, 19 JOHN ST., N.Y 
$20 A DAY to MALE AND FEMALE 
4 ) e the BUCKEYE $20 SHUTTLE 
SEWING MACHINES. Stit es, 
snd is the LICENSED SHUTTLE MACHINE 
Lin the 1 d States f 0. A hers 
Padress W. A HENDERSON & CO oO 


FISHERMEN! 


| TWINES and N ETTING, 


WM. FE . HOO! ER & SONS, 


Ba'timore, Md. 
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